SENTRIES

Whenever a section or body of men stop for long periods or even 5 minutes when on patrol, arrangements must be made for its own protection at all times. When a section is on the move, everyone is alert and ready for an emergency but when static, protection is more of a problem because they are less alert and ready for a surprise attack which may come from any direction and this is what we are going to learn to deal with in this section

There are 3 principles which you need to apply to ensure that protection at rest is

adequate:

1. The correct positioning of the section.

2. The location of stand to positions. 

3. The posting of sentries.

You sleep in bashas in pairs and those pairs will normally be set out in a triangle to provide all-round protection. Close to or in your own position, you will have a ‘stand to’ position, which you move to ready for action at a signal if danger threatens. Immediately on arrival in the position a practice manning of the ‘Stand to’ positions is always carried out.

Because it is wasteful in numbers and unnecessarily saps your energy, not everyone in the section need be alert all the time. The majority should be resting or sleeping whilst sentries are watching and listening, ready for instant action. There is usually one sentry by day and two by night in a section position. They are posted by an officer or NCO.

When on sentry, you must know the following:

- The Password.

- The Position of flanking posts.

- Particulars of returning patrols.

- The Direction of the enemy.
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- Length of Duty.

- The Ground they have to watch.

- The name of Landmarks in front.



- The procedure for Challenging.

- The Signal to stand to. 

You will also have with you a range card and a piece of communication cord / string (comms cord) tied to your hand, which connects with the section commanders hand. 

A sentry’s duty may be for half an hour and never more than two hours, and

relief times of sentries at night will be staggered so that there is always one fresh sentry

and one adapted to night vision.

DUTIES OF A SENTRY AT NIGHT

Everyone will be a night sentry at some time and the safety of those in a section will depend on him. The duties are the same as those required to be carried out by day but under more difficult conditions. Sentries are always posted in pairs at night and their times of relief must be staggered so that there is always one fresh sentry on duty. These are the things they must know:
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Challenging

As a night sentry the most difficult job is challenging anyone approaching a post. The correct procedure is:
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Passwords

The use of the password must be the last means of identification when other methods have failed. After the initial challenge “Halt! Who goes there?”, “Advance one” and then “Halt”, when the person comes within about five yards the sentry will ask questions about the patrol in order to try to identify the person without

using the password. If he is still not completely satisfied the sentry will quickly say the first half of the password.

The password will always be in two parts each of two letters, for example:

Challenge — Sierra November

Countersign — Oscar Whisky

If the two parts have some connection, as in the example given above, (they spell the word SNOW) they will be easier to remember but this connection must not be so obvious that an enemy may

guess the countersign. Passwords are changed daily at noon.

- Always challenge just loud enough to be heard.

- If in doubt, give the alarm quietly before challenging.

- Do not do anything to enable the enemy to find out where the post is and

   then get away to report it or overrun it.
